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PRELIMINARY COMMENTS 

This is a Preliminary Amendment to a continuation of Application No. 09/981,454 filed October 
17, 2001. The '454 Application was subject to an appeal to the Board of Interferences and 
Patent Appeals. A copy of the decision in that appeal is attached hereto. The '454 Application 
was itself a continuation of Application No. 08/703,805 filed August 27, 1996, which was also 
the subject of an appeal to the Board of Interferences and Patent Appeals. A copy the decision 
in that appeal is attached hereto. 

This Preliminary Amendment presents claims of differing scope from the appealed claims that 
Applicants believe are patentable and in condition for allowance. 
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